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Ecuador would foster fruit reising. ;
Realizing the possibilities of an exoort fruit industry, the Republiwead ..~

Ecuador nas just passed a law zuthorizin. the presicent vo grant special privilegss
and concessions to those who undertake the planting of fruit orchards in that
country, according to a statement just received by the Department of Coxmerce 1rom
Consul General F. W. Goding, Guayaquil. These privileges are of a very broad
character and the Ecuadorian govemnueni nopes to soon caich up wita the progress al
ready xede by some of her South American neighbors.

Swedes perfect new refrigeratin. method.

So successful have been the recent achievements of the Ottosen rairigerating
method that the sole plant in Sweden using this system has commenced negotiations
for large shipments of fresh fish from Sweden to canning factories in tne Zalxen
states. Trial shipments to Vienna and Barcelona nave been made, says Consul Sholes.
Goteborg, in a report to the Departwent of Commerce. On account ol adverse
circumstances the time of transportation was 15 days; tae Iish however arriving in
perfect condition. This new systam works &0 tises raster than air-freezing, sayrs
the report, besides which thne frozern foodstuff retains its structure and gquality un-
changed so as to be exactly like fresn when thawed, as the elements of taste as well
as of nourishment are retained in the cells of Tish or meat frozen by the wet methoc
The temperature can be brougnt down to 16 Below zero, centigrade, and cen be varied
according to special requirements of the different kinds of foods, such as egss,
fresn fruits, etc, It is believed that this new method of sending Iiso must grow
more and more popular, since shipping witn broken ice always involves more or less
risk and adds considerably to the Ireight. idany shipments of frozen foodstuffs
have been made from this plant to the Swedish Army and Navy.

Alaska salmon cenned in Canada,

A total of 1,290,326 cases of salwon were put up last year in rritisn Columbia,
according to a dispazcih just received by the canned foods unit of the Department of
Comnerce from Consul E. A, Wairefield, Pricee Rupert. A good proportion of this pack
was made up oI Alaskan salmon--1,3<9,439 pounds having been landed at Prince
Rupert alone and possibly another 250,000 pounds at canneries on the Naas River or
Queen Charlotte Islands.

Frenca walnut crop increased; quality decreases.

While a tremendously increased yield of walnuts was gathered in France during b
season just closed, early reports of the excellent quality of the yield h-ve to &
large extent proved erroneous. According to & report just received by the Depart-
ment of Comuerce from Consul Jaecxkel, bordeaux, nearly two-taikds of the crop, which
was about three times as large as last year's, were more or less dawaged Irom
dry weather conditions prevailing during the middle of Autumn, and more especially
by the excessive and persistent rains waicn fell in October.

New landlords for Eutopean sugar industries.

When war-born Poland began collecting herself togetner and took & stock of assst:
she found among other valuavle inherited industries, three systems of sugar beet
culturs and sugar production--German, Russian, and Austrian. The pre-war production
of beet sugar on these territories was about 600,000 metric tons, and during the
last two seasons, Consul General Keena, Warsaw, informs the Department of Commerce
that the annual output was about 150,000 tons. "The beet was cultivated most in-
tensivaly and sugar produced most efficiently in the former German provinces of
Posnania (Posen) and Pomerania which gave an average yield per hectare of 30 tons




